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Heart of Texas: A Lone Star ABC
By Laura Krauss Melmed    Illustrated by Frané Lessac

· Pick one letter of the alphabet – perhaps the first letter of your name. Write a short poem about a special building or place in your town.

· Celebrate Fiestas Patrias. If you have a Mexican American classmate, ask what special food or music the class could bring for the celebration.  If not, do some research to find out. (Letter F, Fiestas Patrias)
· Plan a Juneteenth Celebration. Have each student bring something to class for the celebration (music, food, old stories). Read the Emancipation Proclamation during the Celebration. (Letter J, Juneteenth)
· Design a personal brand. You might use your initials or other simple shapes that show something you like. You can take pictures of the brands or scan them into a computer. If you print the brand on sticky labels, you can use the brand to identify your notebook or other personal supplies.  (Letter L, Longhorn Trail)
· There are golden eagles in Big Bend National Park. A golden eagle is about 3 feet long but its wingspan is six to eight feet. Stand up and spread out your arms. Have a classmate use a tape measure to measure your “wingspan.” How far is it from the tip of one finger to the tip of your other finger? Is your “wingspan” larger or smaller than the golden eagle’s? Record everyone’s wingspan on a chart. What is the average “wingspan” of your whole class? (Letter B, Big Bend Park)
· Plan an outdoor rodeo with some of these games (Letter S, Southwestern Exposition):

· Toss bean bags into a cowboy hat or cowboy boot

· Play horseshoes

· Tie knots or make lassoes with licorice rope

· Older classes could organize a rodeo for younger students

· Have two students dress as rodeo clowns and entertain the audience during the rodeo

Can you find…
…what does the word Alamo mean? (Letter A, Alamo)
…how many times have the Dallas Cowboys won the Superbowl? (Letter D, Dallas Cowboys)
…the three largest cities in Texas? (Letter X, TeXas State Fair)
…when was the first Texas-Oklahoma football game played and what was it called? (Letter X, TeXas State Fair)
…how many days does the sun shine in El Paso? (Letter V, Viva El Paso)
…how many libraries are there at the University of Texas? Whose presidential papers are held in one of these libraries? (Letter U, University of Texas)
…which town holds a Wurstfest and what country’s traditions are celebrated? (Letter N)
…what is a Quarter Horse? (Letter Q, Quarter Horse)

Research
· What other endangered animals are there in the U.S. besides sea turtles? What is being done to save them? (Letter I, Island) Try this Web site: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/ 
· What song does the title of the book come from? Listen to a recording of the song. What other songs have been written about the state of Texas? What is the official state song of Texas? Listen to that song. If you live in another state, answer the same questions about your own state.
· The name “Texas” comes from a Caddo Indian word meaning “friends.” Which other states in the U.S. have names that come from American Indian words? Which tribes did these names come from and what do the names mean? (Letter P, Panhandle)
· Where did the old Chisholm Trail go? Draw it on a map. (Letter L)
· Name ten things made with petroleum or oil (Letter O, Oil)
Crafts/Activities

· Make fossils (Letter B, Big Bend National Park)
· 2 cups flour 

· 1/2 cup salt 

· 3/4 cup water 

· Bowl 

· Measuring cup 

· Objects for fossil making (leaves, shells, twigs, or boiled and washed chicken leg bones, coins) 

· Step 1: Measure and mix together the flour, salt, and water to make a salt dough. Knead the dough for five minutes, and form it into small balls. Flatten the balls to prepare them for a fossil print. 

· Step 2: Make impressions in the dough with the different objects
· Step 3: Make one print in each flattened ball. Place the fossils on a rack, and let them dry for several days.

· Make a CD turtle (http://familycrafts.about.com/od/cdcrafts/ss/cdanimals_10.htm)  (Letter I, Island)

· Try planting bluebonnet seeds, starting them inside and then transplanting them outside.  If Bluebonnets  won’t grow in your area, choose another wildflower.  (Letter W, Wildflowers)
· Find out about the Texas Bluebonnet Award (http://txla.org/groups/tba/index.html). 
Find out how you or your class can participate in deciding who should win the award this year. (Letter W, Wildflowers)
· Try astronaut ice cream (http://explore4fun.com/asic.html) . Try eating jello very slowly with the back of a baby spoon – the way astronauts have to eat so the food doesn’t fly off the spoon. Visit The Space Place online (http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/), (Letter H, Houston Space Center)
· Try the optical illusions at  http://www.123opticalillusions.com/   (Trompe l’oeil) (Letter C, Cowgirl Museum)                                                               
Note: Web sites were current at the time of publication. 
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